WARWICK   THE  KINGMAKER                 IOI

great source of weakness to Edward; his power
rested upon the goodwill of one great family, and
it might be said that he ruled by leave of the Earl
of Warwick,

The epithet of " The Kingmaker" describes the
share which that great baron had had in raising
the house of York to the throne. Richard Neville,
indeed, held a position which enabled him to ensure
the success of whatever party he supported. He was
himself by inheritance Earl of Salisbury, and by
marriage Earl of Warwick also. He held vast estates
in the North, in the Midlands, and in the South, and,
in addition, was Governor of Calais and Warden of
the Western Marches of Scotland. From his pri-
vate lands and his public employments, he derived
enormous wealth ; his retainers were numbered by
thousands, and his open-handed generosity and
hospitality made him a great popular favourite. In
addition to all this, he was head of the Nevilles and
connected with all the chief families of England.
One of his brothers, Lord Montague, already a
powerful noble, received the lands of the Percies,
with the earldom of Northumberland, after the
battle of Hexham. His other brother was Arch-
bishop of York and Chancellor. The earls of
Arundel, Oxford, and Worcester had married his
sisters, and Lord Stanley, the representative of the
newer nobility, was another brother-in-law. This
family had been the backbone of the Yorkist party;
and Warwick had, by his influence and by his
generalship, been the chief factor in the success of
that house. He had advised the Duke of York to